
Forward and Acknowledgements  
 

Although blasting through a tunnel was not necessary to get a route from Keegans Bayou to 
neighborhoods it has remained a slow process to get a consensus with multiple partners. We 
were not looking for the glitter of gold in a stream but wanted to bask in nature along the 
Bayou in the tree lined shade, blue sky, and fresh air. We wanted to get there to pause for a 
refreshing breeze along the rippling waters. The swirling fish, turtles, and shore birds were in 
sight and even a coyote was not far. Neighborhood routes to the Bayou are in sight.  

On one Bayou tour a participant thought the atmosphere was greener and bluer. 
We could all agree it was quieter away from the traffic.  

The Friends have had a four-workhorse team from the beginning in 2015. Mike Bercu, Patricia 
Dorsey, Sharon Young and Skip Reeder had frequent conversations alerting each to movement 
on the trails and monthly meetings with checklists. Each were involved in the formation of 
Neighborhoods to Trails Southwest who also met monthly on behalf of a half-dozen other trails 
in Southwest Houston. The group provided guided walks to influential community 
organizations and neighbors.  

Many of the Friends attended civic meetings with similar interests resulting in 
collaborations. Neighborhoods to Trails Southwest, National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program, Brays Oaks Management District, Precinct One in Harris 
County, Trust for Public Lands, Park Smart, Harris County Flood Control, METRO and Houston 
One Voice.  

Our thanks go out to each member of those organizations.  

We especially thank Mike Bercu, Patricia Dorsey, Skip Reeder, and Sharon Young for 
constant determination to build neighborhood routes to Keegans Bayou.  
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Friends of Keegans Bayou Trail and Park  
The Friends of Keegans Trail and Park formed in 2018 as an organization that focuses on the 
Keegan Bayou Trail to enhance the functionality and beauty of these trails with an emphasis 
on education, beautification, and conservancy.  

The Friends advocate for six locations that adjoin Keegans Bayou. Keegans Bayou rises one mile 
south of Clodine and two miles west of the Harris County line in northeastern Fort Bend 
County. It runs eleven miles east to the junction of Brays Bayou, east of Highway 59 and south 
of downtown Houston near Braeburn Country Club in southwestern Harris County.  

This Friends of Keegans Trail and Park Resource is available at the Neighborhoods to Trails 
Southwest (NTTSW) website www.neighborhoodstotrails.org  

 

http://www.neighborhoodstotrails.org/
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1. Keegan’s Bayou Trail (D 118-00-00) 2013-2016  

  

Keegans Bayou Trail is on Keegans Bayou managed by Harris County Flood Control.  

● To inquire about the status of Keegans Bayou Trail, you may direct your questions 
to HCFCD Trails and Open Space program at 713-684-4000.  

● Leave a voicemail on the Citizen’s Service line and a member from their 
communications team would contact you to address your concern.  

Rob Lazaro, Communications Officer, Harris County Flood Control District 713-684-4027 

(office) | 281-808-3226 (cell) robert.lazaro@hcfcd.hctx.net  www.hcfcd.org  
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Keegan Bayou Trail runs along the north side of Keegan Bayou. In 2012 it was funded by COH 
and TXDOT. In 2013 a bridge was installed to connect Keegan Bayou with Brays Bayou to the 

west. In 2016 the trail was completed from the east to South 
Gessner Ave and to the west to South Kirkwood Road. Keegans 
Bayou Trail intersects with the nearby Brays Bayou Greenway Trails 
at South Gessner Road.  

Communication from Mike Laster, District J Councilman, May 
2012  
City Council approved a $1.5 million joint project with TxDOT for a 
new five-mile-long hike and bike trail along Keegans Bayou. When 
completed, the 10-foot-wide reinforced concrete trail will have two 
bridges, four under crossings, four on street crossings, accessibility 
ramps, striping, lighting, and landscaping. The Keegans Bayou Trail 
will run from South Kirkwood at West Bellfort (near Cummins 

Elementary) east/northeast along Keegans Bayou to South Gessner at South Braeswood (near 
Brae-Burn Country club) and connect to Brays Bayou Trail and on to the city's 316 miles of trails 
and on-street bikeways.  

Unofficial parking to access the eastern end of the trail is available at the Braesner Village 
Mall, 8602 South Braeswood at South Gessner.  

In April 2021 the Keegans Bayou Trail iNaturalist Project was created to capture photos of 
wildlife for a self-guided tour of the Trail from west of South Gessner to Roark Road, just 
east of the SW Freeway. https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?place_id=171159  

Precinct 1 recognizes the need for an historical marker at Riceville Cemetery, an historic African 
American Cemetery established in 1889. Friends of Keegan also advocate for a gathering place 
in the proximity of the Cemetery and Keegan Bayou Bridge.  John Nova Lomax wrote an article 
for My Brays Oaks entitled, “Founded in the 1850s, the Freedom Colony of Riceville Lives On.”  
https://www.braysoaksmd.org/2021/01/founded-in-the-1850s-the-freedom-colony-of-
riceville-l ives-on/  

In October 2021 Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) Pedestrian-Bicyclist Subcommittee 
announced that one of the twelve proposals for locating a permanent bike counter in our 
Southwest Houston area got the highest score among over 100 submissions to H-GAC. Its 
location will be on the Keegans Bayou Trail yet determined. Local trail users will monitor the 
counters. https://www.h-gac.com/pedestrian-bicyclist-planning/counters  
  

https://www.h-gac.com/pedestrian-bicyclist-planning/counters
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2. The Brays Oaks Trail North (D 118-02-00) (2931) 

Braeburn Valley West Civic 
Association Board requested 
that the 40-year-old paved 
trail leading to Keegan Bayou 
be repaired. City Councilman 
Mike Laster allotted $50,000 
from the City Council District J 
Service Funds to be applied 
toward trail improvements. 
CM Laster, collaborated with 
Harris County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis, to 

fund the new trail. The Brays Oaks Trail North was financed and completed in January 2021 by 
District J’s Capital Improvement Fund ($50,000) and Harris County Precinct 1 ($200,000+). It 
was built under the supervision of Precinct One of the Harris County Commissioners Court. In 
November 2020 construction began to connect Keegans Bayou Trail from the bridge to the 
Braeburn Valley West neighborhood at Willow Meadow Drive. Neighborhood to Trails first 
wrote plans for the trail in 2015. In 2017 Friends of Keegans produced a brief promotional 
video at the Bridge in 2017. 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Neighborhoods+to+Trails+SW  

The 10’ wide concrete Trail runs for 1500 feet from the Bridge at Keegans Bayou Trail to 
Willow Meadow Drive. The Brays Oaks Trail entrance is at the marked street crossing on 
Willow Meadow Drive between 9000 Raydell Drive and 9100 Silkwood Drive in the Braeburn 
Valley West subdivision.  

1. Residents in Braeburn Valley West (1096 single 
family homes) have access to the Trails from within their 
neighborhood subdivision at Willow Meadow Drive.  
2. Residents of Glenshire and other surrounding 
neighborhoods have access to the trail by way of Willow 
Meadow Drive. 
3. Residents in apartments to the east of the Trail have access 
including:  
 

● Gustine Lane Apartments, 8800 Gustine  

● Crescent Place, 10222 South Gessner  

● Sapling Street apartments and others  

Maintenance of Brays Oaks Trail  
The City of Houston and Brays Oaks Management District established a Maintenance 
Agreement for “Brays Oaks Trail” (aka Keegan Bayou Tributary (D 118-02-00)) dated August 
17, 2021. The motion was made by Director Sherri Cortez and seconded by Director Cindy 
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Chapman; the Board voted unanimously to approve.  

The agreement reads:  
The Maintenance shall always include, but not be limited to mowing the ground within 5 
feet of the either side of the Trail, edging, and removal of trash on the ground, including 
collection of trash from trash and recycling bins (BOMD Board Book, August 17, 2021, 
page 136-147). This portion of the maintenance will be done monthly by BOMD. 
Occasionally, graffiti or other issues may be spotted on the trail. These issues related to 
graffiti and maintenance should be referred to BOMD.  
https://www.braysoaksmd.org/report-an-issue/  

https://www.braysoaksmd.org/who-we-are/board-materials/  

Beautification along Brays Oaks Trail  
 
Friends of Keegans Bayou Trails and Parks advocated for wildflowers to be sown along the 
Brays Oaks Trail. Jeff Jowell, Turf Management Coordinator of the Harris County Flood Control 
District (HCFCD) agreed to plant wildflower seeds in November 2021 on the banks of the Trail. 
According to communication with Jeff Jowell on October 7, 2021:  

The planting will involve the use of a tractor and an implement called a Drill Seeder. 
Sometime after we have completed the last mowing of the season, our contractor will 
mobilize to the site and complete the planting of the wildflowers. After that, we hope for 
a good fall and winter season, with adequate rainfall, and cold, but not extreme cold 
weather, and hope for some nice blooms beginning in late February through around 
May. The 1st year seedings sometimes are not very prolific but year after year, the 

blooming wildflowers produce more and 
more seed, and the blooms increase. Since 
we want to maximize the amount of seeds 
produced, we will skip the 1st mowing 
cycle of the year that occurs in the May-
June time frame, so that the seeds 
produced have enough time to properly 
develop and get dispersed for the 
following fall and winter season.  

 

HCFCD will mow three times a year 
leaving a season of no mow for the 
wildflowers. Friends of Keegans will 
coordinate with HCFCD to protect the 
Wildflower Program. The HCFCD 
mowing is limited to the bayou tributary 
bank.  
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HCFCD Mowing Schedule is online:  
https://hcfcd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=cc83f2c52901481eabff8774e4e 
12b3d  

Reference Notes on Wildflowers from Texas Department of Transportation  

3. Brays Oaks Trail South D118-02-00 (3033)  

Advocacy has been in progress since 2015. Continuing south from Willow Meadow Drive to 
West Bellfort is a 3466- foot grassy footpath on the east side of the Tributary in the 
Westbrae Park Subdivision. This is not the property of CenterPoint Energy, but HCFCD. 
Twelve properties including single family homes, apartments, a church, and a school are 
along this Tributary. Information about property ownership is available at Harris County 
Appraisal District, the Block Book Maps online at -http://ww.hctax.net/Property/Resources.  

The trail will be an improved community asset as active transportation to retail, local schools, 
cultural centers, and METRO bus routes. The proposed trail will provide a safe route rather 
than using streets that lack sidewalks such as Offer Drive and reduced bus service on Westbrae 
Parkway. Children and their guardians walked on Offer Drive to Westbrae Parkway to access 
the METRO bus for school until the Westbrae Parkway route was cancelled in 2015. 
Destinations from Brays Oaks Trail South  

1. YES Prep Brays Oaks Secondary School, 9000 W Bellfort St. and 12000 
Westbrae Parkway. Enrollment for grades 6 through 12 is 1000 students in 
2021-2022. www.yesprep.org/schools/brays-oaks  

2. Welch Middle School opened in 1979 at 11544 South Gessner Road. Welch has always 
been a Magnet school for grades 6 through 8 for fine arts, lifetime sports, gymnastics, 
and dance students. Our Magnet Academy of Sports Medicine and Fine Arts program 
has hosted some of Houston's top students and we have some of the world's most 
famous alumni: Beyonce Knowles - Singer, Actress, and Producer.  

https://www.houstonisd.org/welch  
3. Houston Community College, Brays Oaks Campus (2016), 8855 West Bellfort. 
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Potential for 2600 workforce training students. The Trail will provide pedestrian 
access, reduce traffic and parking spaces, limited from the opening day.  

https://www.hccs.edu/locations/southwest-college/brays-oaks-campus/  
4. HISD Future Farmers of America Agriculture Facility at 11611 Riceville School Road. In 

the school year 2019 Lamar FFA celebrated 60 years at the Ag Facility. Bikes would 
decrease overflow street parking for events and provide bike access for students. Lamar 
High School and Bellaire High School each have about half of the property. 
Lamar.ffanow.org and https://bellaire.ffanow.org/default.aspx?ID=9944  

 
5. India House opened in 2008 at 8888 W. Bellfort St. at 12000 Westbrae Parkway. Offers 

classes, after-school programs, summer camps for children and youth, and charity 
medical services Sareen Harris Health Medical Clinic. http://www.indiahouseinc.org/ 6. 
Philippine Community Center opened in 2018 at 9101 W Bellfort Ave at Riceville School 
Rd. http://pccitx.com/community/  

6. Residents at Crystal Falls Apartments (167 units) at 10950 Westbrae Parkway backs up 
to the existing grass foot trail. A trail will provide recreation and access to schools and 
shopping.  

7. METRO Route 8 commutes east on West Bellfort to the Texas Medical Center and 
west to the West Bellfort Park and Ride at 11415 Roark Road near 59.  

https://www.ridemetro.org/Pages/PR-WestBellfort.aspx  
8. An additional bus stop on West Bellfort at the terminus of Brays Oaks Trail South 

could accommodate up to 1000 students who require carpool drop-off and pick up at 
YES Prep. Route 008 West Bellfort between 9066 – 9098 West Bellfort. The photo is at 
the terminus of the Brays Oaks Trail South at West Bellfort and the School to the 
right. Wilfredo Santamaria, Public Affairs Staff for METRO will present this request to 
other METRO staff.  

https://bellaire.ffanow.org/default.aspx?ID=9944


10 
 

 

9. Safety Improvements  
a. Addition of street crossing markings and HAWK pedestrian traffic light from the 

terminus of the trail on West Bellfort (9066 West Bellfort). A three minute video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x92c5SHc8yM .  

4. The Ponds at 9600 Ruffino Road (private property) Advocacy since 2011  

The Friends of Keegan Bayou Trail and Park was founded in anticipation of the 2018 Bond 
Election to mitigate flooding. The COH named Ruffino Hills as a potential detention basin. We 
requested a meeting with Mr. Costello, COH Chief Resilience Officer, immediately after the 
election in August to inform him that the 130 acres has an estimated 25 acres of natural area 
of woodlands and ponds on the southern border at Ruffino Road.  
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To comply with the Houston Parks Board’s (HPB) desire to have multipurpose mitigation projects, we 
advocate for the Park in the natural area. The site is an ecologically sensitive property with hardwood, 

tall pines, and ponds. The Park will support open space values and 
long-term conservation. This is consistent with the Park Smart survey 
that gives high priority for natural areas in Brays Oaks District. 
NTTSW members presented to Brays Oaks Management District’s 
Beautification Committee meeting and received their support for the 
detention basin and park initiative. This Park combined with the 
detention basin could create a regional park similar to Arthur Storey 
Park and Willow Waterhole Greenway, each five miles from Ruffino. 
We value the importance of engineering in designing retention 
ponds to support aquatic vegetation, wildlife, and potential for bird 
rookeries.  

 

In June of 2021 professional environmentalists toured the 
ponds to make a baseline list of plants and wildlife.  

2020 July-December TIRZ-20 funded Houston One Voice 
for the Ruffino Hills Economic and Environmental Resilience Study T-2055 to begin July 1. An 
engineering study of Ruffino Hills property and a stakeholder’s survey was in the project. 
Sustainability research centers at Rice University and the University of Houston participated in 
the study and survey to determine the appropriate use of this 130.7 acre open green space 
along Keegan Bayou Trail. Michael Bercu, Sylvester L. Skip Reeder III, Dr. David Abraham, AICP 
and University of Houston Dr. Bruce Race, FAIA, FAICP. See the 55-page final report and video 
at https://houstononevoice.org  

 

Houston One Voice formed a working group of local residents and staff from TIRZ 20 and the 
Southwest Management District, Brays Oaks Management District, International 

https://houstononevoice.org/
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Management District. The Working Group met six times during the process to set overall 
objectives, review alternatives, and refine the preferred concept.  

TIRZ 20 has made a concerted effort to assess and plan for a robust parks and trails system. 
Regardless of the types of development and detention on the site, the community sees this as 
an opportunity to connect the bayou trail system and to create a natural park. The plan is for 
the park and trails to provide access to Keegan Bayou walking and biking trails for people of 
all ages and abilities.  

Emphasis is on the development of park space that provides access to restored natural 
wetlands, prairie, and pine woodlands. The legacy landscapes of the former golf course include 
ponds and trees. The five ponds in the southeast portion of the site are imagined as a nature  
park with educational and recreational activities for the larger community. The natural 
green space will be available for programs already developed with significant partnerships 
such as educational opportunities and cultural art.  

5. West Bellfort Park and Ride (11415 Roark Road at West Bellfort)  

The development of a connector trail from Keegans Bayou Trail to the Metro Park and Ride will 
enable pedestrian and bicycle traffic to have a direct connection to public transportation. 
METRO’s buses are equipped with easy-loading bike racks capable of carrying up to two bikes 
at a time. The multi-usage facility could provide racks to have the option to lock bikes to take 
buses without a bike, storing it for a return trip.  

Public bus riders can connect to downtown Houston, the Texas Medical Center and other major 
employment centers in the METRO service area. Park & Ride facilities also serve as staging 
areas for vanpools and carpools. This could potentially reduce traffic volume.  

August 5, 2021 Presentation by Wilfredo Santamaria, Public Affairs, METRO West Bellfort 
Park & Ride Modification Presentation to the Brays Oaks Management District 
Infrastructure Committee Meeting  

 

• Proposed Improvements  
o Shared pedestrian/bike path on Roark Road to Keegans Bayou Trail to improve 

pedestrian safety and bikeway connectivity  
o Expansion and relocation of existing storm water detention  
o From street level parking to a 6-level parking garage with 3,000 parking spaces ○ 

Increase the number of parking spaces from the current 1,828 to 3,000 ○ 

Increase bus bays from four to eight  

• Next Steps  
o Complete environmental studies and public involvement  
o Early mid-August 2021  
o Submit Technical Memorandum to the FTA – Late August 2021  
o Complete design – December 2021  
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o Complete construction/P&R opening – Early 2024  

• We strongly agree with a Roark Road redesign to enable pedestrians and bicyclists to access Keegans 
Bayou trail from Roark Road.  Photo provided by Friends of Keegans Bayou Trail and Park below. 

2018 Houston-Galveston 
Area Council  
“A connection from the 
facility to the Keegans Bayou 
Trail, in addition to other 
bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements programs will 
be provided. The West 
Bellfort Park & Ride facility is 
often overcapacity on 
weekdays and results in 
patrons parking illegally 
throughout the lot, which 
creates unsafe conditions for 
both pedestrians and 
vehicles.”  
https://www.h-gac.com/uploads/transportation-improvement-program-call-for-
projects/10312 01820804PM.pdf   

6. West Keegans Bayou Trail (West of South Kirkwood Road)  

West Keegans Bayou Improvement District Hike and Bike Trail is operated by West Keegans 
Bayou Improvement District. There is a gap of 3-4 miles between Keegan's Trail and Fort 
Bend's trail, most of which are in Harris County. West Keegans Bayou Improvement District 
hopes to go west to FM 1464.  

Howell Road Ribbon Cutting, Sugar Land, Texas  
https://www.westkeegansbayouid.com/home.html  

Commissioner Grady Prestage, Precinct 2 | Fort Bend County, TX  
The West Keegans Bayou Improvement District Board worked with County Commissioner Grady 
Prestage's office to understand the neighborhoods and the District's need to improve the area 
infrastructure. As a result of this work, the County included Sugarland-Howell Road 
improvements in the Fort Bend County 2013 Mobility Projects. The project included adding 
3,500 linear feet of road running between Bissonnet and Old Richmond Road and included 6 
feet wide trail worthy sidewalks on both sides of this road, making it accessible to West 
Keegans Bayou Improvement District Hike and Bike trail system.  

Oct 9, 2020, 40 second video, Phase 1 construction pictures October 9, 2020. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtOzs0IeHNc  

 

https://www.h-gac.com/uploads/transportation-improvement-program-call-for-projects/10312%2001820804PM.pdf
https://www.h-gac.com/uploads/transportation-improvement-program-call-for-projects/10312%2001820804PM.pdf
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Friends of Keegans Bayou Trail Advocacy Since 2017  
Neighborhoods to Trails Southwest (NTTSW) formed in 2015 with a 501(c)(3) designation as of 
March 29, 2017. The stated mission statement is to develop hike and bike trails to provide 
safe, economical, and environmentally friendly transportation from the Brays Bayou and 
connecting Keegan Bayou Trail systems to destinations of Southwest Houston. A half dozen 
neighborhoods advocate for trails in their neighborhoods such as those on Keegans Bayou. 
NTTSW received a National Park Service (NPS) grant for assistance to receive assistance from 
the NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program within person contact and 
professional guidance from a community planner with NPS.  

Linear Park Amenities  
1. Signage/Info Kiosk Trail access points and trail intersections 
2. Signs with contact information for Maintenance and Vandalism Issue 
3. Trailhead identification at the Willow Meadow, West Bellfort and other entrances. 
4. Native Plants, Fruit trees and landscaped wildflower beds with notable tall grasses and native 

plants to embellish the Trailhead signs. (Wildflowers planted November 2021 on HCFCD ditch 
embankments.) 

5. No-Mow Signs from May to June along the HCFCD wildflowers in the ditch  
6. Mile Markers  
7. Bench every ¼-mile minimum and near recreational amenities. Benches with a shade arbor where 

trees are not possible. One midway along the tributary trail at the request of senior citizens and 
one bench on the north side of Keegan Bayou Bridge near the Riceville Cemetery. 

8. Gathering Place and Historical Marker for the Riceville Cemetery 
9. John Nova Lomax wrote an article for My Brays Oaks, “Founded in the 1850s, the Freedom 

Colony of Riceville lives on.” https://www.braysoaksmd.org/2021/01/founded-in-the-1850s-the-

freedom-colony-of-riceville-lives-on/  
10. Shaded gazebos near the Bridge and YES Prep with seating for up to 26 students 
11. Story Walk such as Head to Toe by Eric Carle or bilingual book for family walks 
12. Litter Receptacle adjoining benches and at trail access points at Willow Meadow and Keegans 

Bridge 
13. Doggie Bags Stand with attached Litter Receptacle 

 

14. Bike Racks near recreational 
amenities and trail access points 
15. Bike Repair Station at Keegan 
Bayou Bridge 
16. Drinking Fountain, where it can 
be maintained  
 
 
 
 

17. Security along trails including these amenities: 
a. Secure fences separating areas with loose dogs 
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b. Budget $250 per dog to pick up a frequently loose dog 
c. Low Density Lighting (solar, if possible) 

  

  

 

18. An underutilized site at 10600 Offer Drive has been in pre-development phase since 1985. Could 
be an asset to Brays Oaks Trail South to West Bellfort. 

a. Parking for cars and busses and near student education activities 
b. Student education activities for nearby YES Prep and others. 

19. Possible site on Offer Drive for a community and or urban garden, like Westbury Gardens or Plant 
It Forward.  

 

Volunteer Oversight  

Three-member team: Mike Bercu, Pat Dorsey, Sharon Young  

Track It Forward https://www.trackitforward.com/  
Volunteer Tasks https://neighborhoodstotrails.org/trail-volunteers/  
Sample position application is found here  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XjGBz3xkoyEq9mdAFM-aMsPX4XCvuPxcdwA0J3W5BE/edit  

Outreach with Civic and Governmental Agencies  

Brays Oaks Management District (BOMD)  
Since 2015 Brays Oaks Management District has supported Neighborhoods to Trails Southwest 
(NTTSW) by developing maps for six trails, providing a van for a Houston Parks Board tour of 
NTTSW Trails, including those advocated by Friends of Keegans Bayou. From April through 
October 2020 Neighborhoods to Trails members participated in multiple meetings to give input 
on the Brays Oaks Management District, Master Park Plan 2020. Met with Adam McGovern 
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and Chris Chomer, EHRA consultants. Most significantly Keegan Bayou Trail was added to the 
list of existing trails in BOMD. The City of Houston and Brays Oaks Management District 
established a Maintenance Agreement for “Brays Oaks Trail” (aka Keegan Bayou Tributary (D 
118-02-00) on August 17, 2021.  

Presentations by Neighborhoods to Trails and Friends of Keegans 
Bayou  

• 2018 October 30 Met with Harris County Precinct One, William Taylor, Director of 
Development and Infrastructure and Amar Mohite. Friends of Keegan Bayou Trail and 
Park members Mike Bercu, Gerda Gomez, Stephen Polnaszek, Skip Reeder, and Sharon 
Young sought support for Keegan Bayou Trail and Park.  

• 2018 August 29 The City of Houston Chief Resilience Officer, Stephen Costello met with 
Friends of Keegan Bayou Trail and Park. Our agenda was to discuss the former Ruffino 
Hills Golf Course as a Detention Site for Southwest Houston. Discussion centered around 
a previous 450-page Environmental Study of the property. Mr. Costello gave us some 
next steps to advocate for the property to become a detention site. Our City of Houston 
District J Councilman, Mike Laster attended the meeting with Friends Mike Bercu, Pat 
Dorsey, Gerda Gomez, Skip Reeder, and Sharon Young.  

• 2019 May Friends of Keegan Trail and Park gave a walking tour to Kelly Norrid, Urban 
Biologist of Texas Parks and Wildlife. Ecological Restoration with native plants and 
prairie were discussed. Keegan Bayou Trail and Park has a potential for detention ponds, 
trails, and wildlife habitat. This natural woodland with tall pine habitat and ponds would 
include protections for wildlife such as Chimney Swift Towers, Bat Houses, Bluebird 
Houses, Wood Duck houses, Bird Blind and wildflowers. Various grants were discussed 
with Pat Dorsey, Skip Reeder, Eugene Sirls, and Sharon Young.  

• 2018 November 20 Houston Park Board staff, Chip Place, Director of Capital Programs 
and Lisa Graiff, Manager of Beyond the Bayous displayed maps to indicate that many 
NTTSW Trails overlap with Houston Park Board proposed trails. NTTSW members 
Gerda Gomez, Stephen Polnaszek, Pat Dorsey, and Sharon Young presented on the 
Dual Use of Keegan Bayou Trail and Park as a detention basin and park.  

• 2018 August 29 The City of Houston Chief Resilience Officer, Stephen Costello met with 
Friends of Keegan Bayou Trail and Park. Our agenda was to discuss the former Ruffino 
Hills Golf Course as a Detention Site for Southwest Houston. Our discussion centered  
around a previous 450-page Environmental Study of the property. Mr. Costello gave 
us some next steps to advocate for the property to become a detention site. Our City 
of Houston District J Councilman, Mike Laster attended the meeting with Friends 
Mike Bercu, Pat Dorsey, Gerda Gomez, Skip Reeder, and Sharon Young.  

• 2018 October 18 During the Southwest Houston 2000 monthly meeting President Bruce 
Krewinghaus presented a letter of support for Neighborhoods to Trails. Neighborhoods 
to Trails member, Sharon Young gave a presentation to SWHouston 2000. The 
presentation showed maps, photos, and details of an environmental study of Ruffino 
Hills. At the conclusion of the study in 2007 headlines read, “Former Ruffino Hills land 
may get a look as park property.” Some organizations in attendance were Brays Oaks 



17 
 

Management District, Ben Brewer, Super Neighborhood #36, Marcy Williams, 
International Emergency and Development Aid (IEDA), Timothy Mukule, and the future 
District J, Councilman, Ed Pollard.  

• 2017 May Houston Park Board, Beth White, President and CEO, Lisa Graiff, Bayou 
Greenways Manager, Chip Place, Director of Capital Programs, Lisa Kaslanowitz,  
o Outreach Coordinator attended a tour of NTTSW Trails hosted by Richard 

Rodriquez, Executive Director, Brays Oaks Management District. The tour in a 5-
mile area included Willow Waterhole Greenway, Kinder Shell, Hillcroft, Fondren 
and Keegan South Trails led by Trail representatives Pat Dorsey, Sharon Young, 
Gerda Gomez, Eugene Sirls, Stephen Polnaszek and Bruce Krewinghaus.  

• 2016 November 18 NTTSW received a National Park Service (NPS) grant to receive 
assistance from the NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program with direct 
contact and professional guidance from a community planner with NPS. Members were 
assisted with organizational development, public engagement, project development 
and fundraising. NPS provided assistance with creating maps and marketing material 
and NTTSW received guidance to achieve nonprofit status. The award is one of four new 
projects accepted by the NPS in Texas this year. The NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance program helps communities design trails and parks, conserve and improve 
access to open space, protect special places, and create recreational opportunities 
through locally led partnerships.  

Contact us at: 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NeighborhoodstotrailsSW/posts/1328123877557467  

Website www.neighborhoodstotrails.org 

Instagram @neighborhoodstotrailssw 

Email: friendsofkeeganssw@gmail.com  

Members of Friends of Keegans Bayou Trails and Park  

Mike Bercu  
Sheri Cortez  
Patricia Dorsey  
Skip Reeder  
Sharon Young  

https://www.facebook.com/NeighborhoodstotrailsSW/posts/1328123877557467
http://www.neighborhoodstotrails.org/
mailto:friendsofkeeganssw@gmail.com

